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Post-earthquake pathology and the development of urban context with
a critical view (Case study earthquake affected townships of
Kermanshah province)

Farzad Parhodeh
Ph.D. student in Sociology of Iranian Social Issues, Bu Ali Sina University of Hamadan.
Secretary of Social Sciences, Kermanshah, Iran.
(Corresponding Author). fparhode66@gmail.com

Abstract

The purpose of this article; Pathology (social, economic, cultural and psychological) after the
earthquake and the development of the urban physical and psychological fabric of the earthquake-
affected areas of Kermanshah province has been viewed with a critical eye. The people living and
present at the time of the earthquake in November 2017 were in three townships: Gilan-e gharb,
Sarpol Zahab and Salas Babajani. The statistical sample included 30 people from the studied
people in the three mentioned townships. Field data was collected through sampling. Theoretical
and non-structured interviews were collected from 30 residents until theoretical saturation (failure
to achieve new results) using the foundation's data theory method in three coded groups (text,
concept and category). Research findings; It shows that after four years of the earthquake
phenomenon, nearly 85% of residential houses, educational and religious centers, workshops and
shops in Sarpol Zahab, Salas Babajani and Gilan-e gharb townships have been repaired and
reconstructed, so that a new architecture and texture in the two townships Sarpol Zahab and Salas
Babajani have been formed. But in terms of social, economic, mental and psychological damages;
Most of the households are in distress due to economic problems, unemployment during the
earthquake and corona, repayment of construction loans, rents and burden of support. From a
spiritual point of view, the mental and psychological consequences are still permanent in the areas
that were most affected, so that according to the urban-social theories, one of the most important
factors after natural and human damage in any region is to pay attention to the spiritual
reconstruction and pay special attention to the narrative of the survivors in Batn. It is an accident
that less attention has been paid to this matter in these areas, and the views after the earthquake
have been mostly engineering, technocratic and physical views rather than narrative and cultural
views.
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