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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify barriers and facilitators of economic empowerment and sustainable
employment for people with disabilities in the community-based rehabilitation (CBR) program
in Kermanshah Province. The research is applied in purpose and qualitative-exploratory in
methodology. The study population included academic experts, welfare specialists, relevant
organizations directly involved in employment for people with disabilities, and successful
disabled entrepreneurs. Sampling was conducted purposively using the snowball method until
theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. To
ensure validity, methods such as prolonged engagement, persistent observation, appropriate
sample selection, simultaneous data collection and analysis, and participant reviews were
employed. Test-retest reliability was also used to assess reliability. The results revealed that
community participation, government laws and policies, institutional support, and personal
capabilities emerged as final codes for facilitators. Meanwhile, barriers included market and sales
challenges, individual and psychological obstacles, physical and infrastructural limitations, legal
and regulatory barriers, socio-cultural barriers, educational and skill gaps, and economic
constraints to sustainable employment and economic empowerment of people with disabilities in
rural areas of Kermanshah Province. It is hoped that the findings and proposed solutions will
contribute effectively to sustainable employment for people with disabilities in Kermanshah.
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